
Victor Ruiz is the executive director of Esperanza Inc., founded in 

1983 to improve the academic achievement of Hispanics in Greater 

Cleveland. Under Ruiz’s leadership, Esperanza has grown and 

become a leader in addressing the educational needs of Cleveland’s 

growing Hispanic community. The organization has received both 

local and national recognition for its work, including a 2015 Bright 

Spot in Hispanic Education award from the White House Initiative 

on Educational Excellence for Hispanics and the prestigious 

Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award from the Cleveland Foundation.    

Ruiz is a certified professional diversity coach who completed a 

three-year W.K. Kellogg Foundation fellowship focused on racial 

equity and healing. He serves on several local boards, including Cuyahoga Community College and 

United Way of Greater Cleveland.  

 

 

 


